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THE 
BooksSELLER to the REapesx. 


HE following Papers pretend to nothing bat innocent 
Mirth and Pleaſantry, and were purpoſely deſigned to 
amuſe the Politick part of the Town, who are full 
troubling themſelves and their Neighbours, about matters 
of State and Debates of Parliament, with ſomething in' their own 
way, but dreſs'd in a freer” and more entertaining manner. As they 
bad the good fortune to be well received, 1 judged 'it would not be 
amiſ; to print them together in one Book, leaſt they ſhould run the 
fate of all looſe Papers 3 and after two or three days incumbring the 
Pocket, be thrown into a Corner, and there buried. Beſides, as our 
Modern Divines judge of the Merits of a Cauſe by the Succeſs it 
fads ; ſo I, and the reſt of my Brother Bookſellers, judge of the Good- 
meſs of a Book by the quick Sale of #. We dow't pretend to be judges 
the Senſe, the Stile, or the Language, (except two or three of us, 
that, wider the Roſe; bad better let it alone) but for all that, if a Book 
ſells apace, and circulates nimbly, itbout pretending to be Conjurers, 
we may ſafely affirm, that Mercury s no. ſmall Ingredient in the Com» 
poſition of it. Now theſe Petitions, or (with my Author's leave 
theſe Trifles happening to ſell well, 1 ſoon concluded they were good; 
and having gone fo far in my way, it was natural to make another 
Concluſion, viz. That it was pitty they ſhould be loft. * 
$0 that if any. one ſhell ark me,” Is there any Wit int theſe Payers ? 
I ſhall 9h Sir, they ſold -well. -1s' the Language Corrett ? Sir, 
they fold well. ' '1; the Stile eafie and clear ? Sir, they fold} well. 
In ſhort,” if they 41k me a thouſand Bueſtions to the like purpoſe, that 
ſhall fill be the anſwer. And berein I juftifie my ſelf by the ex- 
ample of a certain Wiſe Philoſopher, (whoſe name I cannot call to mind 
at preſent ; but the next Preface I write, you ſhall know for certain ) 
who being arked what was the beſt Quatification 'to win a Widow ? 
cried Impudence : What was the ſecond beſt 7 Why Impudence : 
And what was the third beſt, Impudence fill. You ſte" rhe "old 
Gentleman kept cloſe to bs Text. TE 
But if any Courteous Reader demand: of me, And why honeſt 
Fiiend do you take upon you ” write Prefaces? I deſign q'' 
ds im, 
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The Petition of the LADIES of London 
and HWe/tmin/ter to the Honourable 
Houſe for HUSBAND'S. 


for to whom ſhanld the miſerable Subject- apply bimſeif for a Redref@/ of 

n his Juſt Grrezances, but to this awful Aſſembly *- At- preſent you have no 

NT | lef&than the-Safcty of all: Europe, and that of Emg/and in particular," de- 

pending upon your Supplies and Aſſiſtance; yet you ſometimes: condeſcend to entertain 

your Clyes with Things of far leſs Importance, Give us leave therefore to lay our la- 

mentable Conditiorrbetore you,” -and to expect a relief from-your generous appearidg in 

our behalf. We'demind nothing bit #hat4s highly reaſonable and +adrantageous to. the 

State, nothing but'what the! Laws of God, Nature, -ahdthe End of our Creation plead far, 

and next tewhat nrmediately-employs your Cour ſels at this-funQture, we offer a Matter 
of the higheft Conſequence tat evercaimnewithm your Walls.) bt © 1 ae 

4s 1h be ryr awenrt we 1, 6+ »p pow] wo 4 1p b al « td 


. You need not be reminded with what Scorn and Contempt the Holy State of Matrimo- 
ny has of lite years been'treated*: 'Every nafty Scriblerof the Town has: pelted it in his 
wretched Lynpdons;' it bazbeen petſecuted in Sormet;;ridicul'datConrt; -expolebay-the 
Fheatre, ahdthar fa often, that the nbject is now-extraatted.and barren ; fothat ifno new 
Etforts have been lately made again{t our Sexes Grand Charter, wo-are.not: to aſeribieric 
either to the good Nature or Converſion of the Men, but only to the want of freſh' Matter 
and Arganiene: "What afflicts ut mott;/15 rotind. Perſons ws! gbod Serce wed Gritvity, 
confiderubtt for them Eftates 4d Fortunes,' foſhamefally kid atid>:from.cheid by 
the fexbtd Sodhittry of theſe hetld unthinking Khaoning Creatures grattbes fee rthath ir fegr- 
riſSus Soryro tit Tune-of i Dogrwrr bs "Borriey) ſhald!make w greater Impreſion: upon 
thitfthdn at! the whbloforeFrecepuobthetApoitles pot rwgetherts ow WB 4 jdt 
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\AJ E know you are harrraſs'd with Petitions from all Quarters of the-Natioa 5 


(2) 
ſitutes : A Fourth has a great reſpe&t to his own dear Peron, and thinks a Wife will 
draintim to meer Skin and Bones, who for all that ſo manages himſelf, 24 to have occaſion 
to viſit Dr. Wall twice a Quarter. Laſtly, the graver ſort exclaim at the Caudles, the 
Pins, the Midvives, the Nurſes, and other Concomitants of Wedlock ; they pretend the 
Taxes run high, and that a Spouſe is an expenſive Animal ; little conſidering that they 
throw away moreupon their dearly beloved Vanities than would muntain a Wife, and 
half a+ dozen Children. 


; Thele are the common Topicks againſt Matrimony ; and yet,. to behold the Vanity of 
theſe Pretences, they inamediately drſappear and vaniſh, as (von as a good Fortynecomes 
m their wy. Show the Sparks but a rich Heireſs, or an old griping Alderchan's Daughter, 
and they feon forget Curtain-LeCtures and Cuckoldom. Conſumptions and Skeletons, 
Pins and C:udles, Impertinence and Continement , with the reit of their terrible Obje- 
ions. Then you hear not a Syllable of Liberty ; but oh, what a blefſed, what a co:n- 
tortable thing is a Wife ! Nay, a Widow, though paſt Fifty, 'and as ugly as one' of the 
' Witches in Macbeth," if ſhe las bat:{tore'of Money, ſhall go down as glibly with them 
the New; Oaths for Preferiment at Court ; without | the leatt wry Face or remorſe of 
Confoience ; and the vain'Coxcombs thinks themſelyes as happy, as if they had got both 
the b-dzes 41 their poſſetion. | 


; 1,But though the Laity, not to mince Matters, have almoſt univerſally degenerated ia 
this wicked Age ;' yet we bleſs Heaven that our Sex has ſtill found the. Benefit of the Cler- 
gy, and that the Church'men have been our fureſt and belt Friends all along. (Had net 
theſe pious Gentlemen taken pity of our Condition, how many fuper-anmuated Chamber- 
Maids had lain negiected, how meny*languiſhing Farmer's Daughters —— way of all 
Fleſh without propagating their kind ? Whatever Prevarications they have made m other 
parts. of the\Brble, we have'to our unſpeakable Comfort found that they have kept '6on- 
Kant to the Text, Increaſe and multiply ; and indeed it was but reaſonable that theſe 
, People who are every Moment trumping their Jure Divzn upon the World, ſhould: by 
thrirown Exampleſupportand countenance that fort of Life, which is 'as much Faure Di- 
w810-28 the Prietthood., - © 9. nnd be ahh 


mary —_ | < ancidia 
; "We never queſtioned, Notwithſtanding the unwearied Attempts of 'our: Adverſarics to 
eender Marriage contemptible both in their Writings and Converſation, but that Nature, 
meer Nature without any Endeayours of our own, would have reduced the Men long ſince 
40:2 true ſenſe of their Duty, had it not been for the two following Impediments. The 
firft is Wine, which we that ave Maids'have.as much reaſon to. complain of as thoſe that 
axe married. Ti a burning ſhame, and it highly concerns the Wrſdom of the Nation to 
-revent it, that the young Fellows6f the Town flould fo ſcaridalouſly abdnden-themfelves 
-# the Bottle, - They ply their Glaſſes too warmly 40 think of any- thing elſe 5 and if the 
Eiquor happens to-inſpire them with any kind, Inclinations, the next'Street furuiſhes them 
. > 0 to relieve their Appetite, | And-:this leads us to the ſecond 
a n-our Way ab eeutelunlocntuaect Mjfrefer, (whe to the great pre- 
-qidice oftbe Pabbok; divert the courſadf thoſe ſtreanas, which would oth i 


Mann 


_-. Matrumony, As lang as theſe contraband. Commodities ave encon- 
or adenivgd at,1it cannot; | that vertuous Wonten ſhould bear 2a!good 
"1 -price, or that Marriage ſhouldeftouriſh. 
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It would look like AﬀeRation or Vanity in thok of our Sex, whon the malicigus Wert 7 
ſuppoſes tg be-converſant in nothing elſe byt Books of Receipts and Romances, to acquai:1! 
ſo experienced and learned a Body as yours is, how highly Marriage was reverenced, and 
how induftriouſly cultivated by the wiſeſt Governments in the World. Phe Examples of 
Athens and Sparta are tog notoriousts be 103g inliited upon. Thoſe were glorious Pla- 
ces for us,, poor Women, to live in; a Man there could neither be Church Warden qr 
Canſtable, nay, nor be concerned in the meaneſt, molt ſcoundrel Pariſh OFices, unleſs . 
he was married. An old muity Batche'or was pointed at like a Monſter, they looked 
.upan ſuch a one to be' diſaffected to the State, and therefore as conſtantly indicted him 
every.'(Quartey Seiſions for letting his Talent lie unemployed, as now we do Facobires, 
and falſe Retailers of News. The ſarne Policy was obbrved at Rome, where the Fits Tr:- 
um Liberorum, the Priviledge of thoſe that had got three Children; was one of the: grea- 
telk Favours the Emperor gould beltow upon a Subject, and was courted with as vigorous 
an Application as a Knighthood is now adays. By this means that vitorious City arrived 
to the Empire of the World ; and we, it we wou'd beat the French'into better Manners, 
muit follow the farge Conduct : But it grieves our hearts to conhder that in a Chrittian, 
and much. more in a Proteſtant Country, we are forced to (tir up the Charity of- well-d 
{poſed Perſons by citing Pagan Examples. 


We therefore hu nbly petition you, that for the Increaſe of their Majeſties Liege peg- 
ple, in whom the Power and ſtrength of a Nation conſiſts, and for the utter” diſcourage« 
ment of Celebacy, and all its wicked Works, you would be pleaſed to enact, 


Firſt, "That, all Men of what Quality and Degree ſoever, ſhould be obliged to marry as 
ſoon as they.are onean{ Twenty ; td hat thofe Perſons who. decline fo doing, ſhall for 
their BU, as they are pleaſed to mil call jt, pay yearly to the State,- which- we leave 
to your Diſcretion to. make-as great or as little 25 you ſhall think: fit, one Moiety whereof 
ſhall go to the King toargs the Payment of his Army'in Flanders, and the relt be dedtri- 
buted among(t poor Houle-keepers, that have not ſufficient to\maintain- their Wives and 


reſpective Famihes, by ſuch married Officers as you ſhall nommate and appoint. 


Fai d, but only that of natural Prigidity or 
t be preterided whenthere is no jafſt occaſion for it, and 
lixewge that impotent ns may not; to the dif appointmettt/ of - their" Spouſes, enter 
into the holy State of Matrimony, there ſhall be erected in every County in England a 
Court of Judicature, compoſeg, of half a ſcore experienced Matrons or Midvives, who by 

In/pecidnda; may luminon or gauſe tp, be; ſfummened all 
ſuch; as pretend the above-mentioned Excuſe, or are jultly fiifprcted thereof. 


. 
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Thirdly, fince it is found by Experience that the peneralſty of yoyng Met are ſuch 
Idolaters of the Bottle, and that Wine is the moſt powerful Rival hichs © bo. ies ;have 
reaſon to be jealous of, that no Perſon whatſoever ſhall be priviledged to ent? a Tavern 


| who isnot married, under pain of having his Wig- and- gitt Smtbox-confifented Tore , 


Koorres. . | 
Fourthly, That every Poet, or pretender tobe a Poet, or any one that has hired a 


| Poeteoiwaite any: Play, 'Satyr, or Lampoon, to the derogation of the Matzmonial 


State, ſhall be obliged ta marry. before L84y-day. next enſuig, and to/ ahake a b 
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Reemitatron or all, andevery wickey t'1 ing by him uttered in any Play, Satyr, Song 'or 
Lampoon tp the , derogation of the Matrmonial State ; that all ſuch Gifaffatted 
F.op%'s hall bs called m, ad; p: tblicxly burnt by the hands of twelve City<Clergy: 
Men's W ives,. an next St, a/eutinc's Day. 


Laitly, that to prevent the grievous Multituges of, and frequent reſorts, to Miſſes ind 
I1ulots, every Perfon of Quality preteading to keep a Miſs, aftet the commencing of 
t is Act, ſhall be enjoined tn order to his farther Puniſhment, to keep a Regiment of Foot 
for his Majeities Service ypon the Rhine ; or in caſe he chyſes to disband'her, to diſpoſe 
oi her in Marriage to his Footman and Groom, and allow them. wherewith" to up'a 

Cottee-houie, ... Aud as for the laterior” Harlots, gll Juſtices of Peape' and' Cor tables ſhall 
execute the Laws-againit them. Y ; 


Having thas, meſt.nehle Patriots, Jajd open our -Grie before » you, we doubt 
110t hut You will take effzCtuil Care to redrets them. CGou'd you condeſcend fo low 'as fo 
debate about-making the Rivers Pye and Lug navigable; re will you 'nof endeavour 2s 
wurh as in you hes to unite the. Ma'e-ſtreams with the Femile e? -Cou'd [you think it 
worth the while to take care of the propagation of Woods, the draining of ' the- Ferns, atid 
the converting of Paitures into Arable Land ; and wilt you not mudh more encourage the 
propagitionof Mankind, the draiaing 9h.t lyperiiuous INmanry t the Body __ 

-and-provide that. ſo many lopgiog; 19408. agies ſhall not ſic 'unp ouphed, utzharrowed, 
and uncultivated 2 Belides theve was, never a, fitter, occalioh for ſachs a Bil, "than what 
effers it elf at preſent : The mighty numbers of Men that our-Wars carry off in 'Fla- 
»dcr5,« with theltttleor v0 Locreale. owe: to oy the LN cy what Fi 5p to be 
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Hands, and never a a crack d Maidenhead or Widow 
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An hank Remonfirence of the BATCHE- 
LORS., in and about London, te 
the Hihiou: -able Houſe, in . Anſwer to 4 
a late Paper, Intituled A Petition of 
the Laces | for Husbands. 


Gentigmen, 

Ou are the Sanctuary of the appreſikd ; af *is vatucal for the 
Subject whenever he finds himfflf unjuſtly treated, ta fly to his 
Repreſentatives for a Redreſs. You that have fo etetually | mortz- 

Arbitrary Power even in a Great Monarch, wilt certainly never 
cheriſh it in a lower Statian ; and.this inclines us to hoye hat, the 

Ladies wif not find that Encoura gorwent at your bands wine their Rs 

pted them to'expe: Though their r Petition to you wg 3 x very ſabmilliy : 

Stile; yet for all that they can afſame a different fe og Ft fo in other 

Places. There they not only diſpute the Superiority with... the Men but even 

pretend to the Right of Comueſ over them ; for their Grand-mother Eve, they 


and no doubt on't hag infiſted upon. that Al DES”: 
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arm © pretence, ich, is lto t 

viledge of our Sex, we have examined all the Of YR , but FONT jan mi'P 

leaſe appearance to colput foch» Pe. At prefint we | thſmils this Point to 
the Particulars of their Petition, and' leave it to Li at Xs decide 
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minded) and we hope the Ladies don't expect we ſhould either defend or con- 
demn them till we are married our (elves. and conſequently in a Capacity ta 
judge on which ſide the Truth lies. At preſent we know no more of Matrimony, 
than a meer Land-man knows of the Seca ; every Gazette tells him of abundance 
of Wrecks ; but for all that he'll venture to Sea in hopes of making 50 per Cene, 
by Exchange of his Commodities. 

" But to make amends. for this melancholy Scene, they very devoutly thank 
Heaven in the next place, that their Sex found the Benefit of the Clergy, when 
the Laity bad ina manner abandoned them. Pray, Gentlemen, obſerve what 
Returns of Gratitude the Ladies have made their beſt and ſurefſt Cards the Chuzch- 
men for this their Loving Kindneſs, One wou'd have thonght they _ at 
leaft have Hlow'd their ancient Friends the firſt Choice of the Vintage ; tis no 
more than what the Erench do to the Scorch Merchants at Bourdeaux out of 
reſpec to their o!d Alliance ; but we find no ſuch thing. Old fuper-armuated 
Houſe-keepers with a Maiden head defunct , and Farmers Daughters, are thc 
beit Preſents they give the Church;ſo that on this Account ſerve the Chri(tiar 
Parſons, as their Predeceſiars, the Pagan Prieſts, did their Deities, who uſed 
to complement Fupiter with the Guts and Garbidge, and reſerved the remain- 
der of the Bullock for themſelves. After all, whether this happens by thei” 
own Fault, or no, the Levites are made but a civiler fort of Scavengers to carry 
of the Duſt and Rudbiſh of the Sex, ſo that the Ladies may ſpare their Thanks 
to themf they pleaſe ; for 'tis we of the Laity only that are in their Debt for 
this great Civility. 


After this, Gentlemen, the Ladies are pleaſed to avouch, that if it had not been 
for a certain, danin'd Liquor call Wine, the Men by the meer Impulſe of Nature 
had been ſong ſince rediiced to their Duty. Here by the word Duty they plainty 
infinuate a Congueſt; and therefore we humbly beg that their Petition 
may be ſent to the Palace-Yard, and there ſerved Secundum uſum Sarum. In 
the mean time, 'tis.a myſtery to us what makes the Ladies vent their Spleen fo 
turiouſly upon poor Wine, which by the bye never meant the. leaſt harny in! its 
Life to the God of Love's Subyoch, unleſs intend to. monopolize all. the 
drinking to'themſdves ;, or elſe ſince their Sex has been fo familiar with Bran- 
dy, blaſphemed by the Naine of cold Tea, a Jury of Red'noſed Midwives have 
pronounced Wine to be a feeble, impotent Creature in compariſon of that. 
They wonder why the Men ſhould ſcruple to marry out of fear of Cuckoldom; 
and yet not ſcruple todrink ſtumm'd Wine for fear of a Fever. To which we 
reply that the Caſe is extremely different. Not one Man in an hundred pers a 
Fever by drinking 3. at the ſame time, ſcarce one ina hundred that. is married 
eſcapes Cucholdom. And;,. Gentlemen, is not that great odds? 


They wou'd have you paſs it inte a Law, That every Man fhould be obliged 
wo marry immediately after Twenty one ; andin caſe he refuſes ſo- to do, to pay: 
agood round Sum yearly for big-Liberty : Though we are all of us agreed that 
One. and Tiventy is ſomewhat of the ſooneſt to begin at. ' For ſhould a. 
$an be forbidden to travel upon the Road, unleſs he fcts out exactly po wy 

riſing 4 
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riſing; yet ont of Complaiſance to the Ladies we are willing to let it paſs; though 
we are certain that half the Racers will be foundered before Thirty, provided al- 
ways (and to be ſure they'll never miſlike that Word {either in. an of Par- 
lament, or eut of an Act of Parliament) that all Virgins or reputed. Virgins, 
whoare patled the Age of One and twenty, and have wherewithal to ſet 1 "The 
hone(t, well-chined younger Brother, but tarry in expectation of riking a 
Country-Squire or Alderman's Son, ſhall be likewiſe amerced the fame Sam for 
their Maiden-beads. The Ladies perhaps will here object that 'tis hard to be 
taxed for an invitble Eſtate ; but we fay, No. We can name them a: hundred 
Trace(men here in the City, that fince the Revolution have paid for what they 
never had; thoſe for inſtance that have been rated at 4oo 1. when they 
werenot really worth one ; and yet ſo valuable a thing is' Reputation, whether 
we deſerveit or no, loſt nothing by the Bargain. FOOTY 


They would have none excuſed from Marriage, bat only the unpotent and 
frigid (which by the bys, Gentlemen,is full as ſevere as if you ſhould vote that 
allmaſt troop te the Wars but the Parſons) and deſire you to ere a Court in 
every County, -conkiting of halt a ſcore ced Matrogs, who ſhall have full 
Authority to examine all, Perſons whom they ſuſget to carry 'clipp'd Money 
about them, for fear they ſhould put upoa their Spotifes, when it is not in” there 
Power to change it. Pray not altogether fo halty, fair Ladies. Let Court 
have (ome Men in it, and not all Wonen: Then we may expeX'to hare _ 


never think the M:afures ſmall h ;, but it may (6 hap2<n that your experterrs 
ded Matrons, Anglice, your Midwives, may- be of a''ifferent /Opinion; and fo 
think no Meaſure larg: enough- Gentlem?n, do but remember the Tryers un- 
der the late Reign of Fanarici/my they were 2 of Inquifitor-Divines ſet up 
by the then-no-Government, to licence all ſuch Perfons chat were to be diſpatched 
into the Vineyard, Now theſe, cquſicntious Jutiges if they had'a QRiarrel to 
a Man, [ceptainly rejected him, and put hiaz by, tho! ke was Matter 
of a more unexceptionable Talent than Teverit of ers that had paſſed the \Pulpit- 
Maſter b:fore him. This needs no Application. ' Sel \ 


we confeſs it, the number of theſe Interlopers is ow 6. i z-and yet-"ti 
as fad a Trath that the Petitioning Ladies have occaftion'd it. , 
teave quarrelling about Foineures, and carry a-little more Chriſtian Complai- 
{ance about them, and the other Fry would diſappear in a moment: For 
Whores in a State are like Copper-farthings in the way of Trade, only uſed for 
the Convenience of readier Caange, But though thele obdurate Females are re- 
ally acelfory to the great laags e of _ hy" have Ly Parka of 
ality who keeps ones lus own De - pay. A. good ſwinging Fine to 
GI | Hep F 7 © Government, 


(4) 


” Government. Is this reaſonable or fair > Would 'Governour Wi/ker, do ye 
thiak, haze done Ike a Gentleman ifhe had fined his Heroes of Londou-Derxy 
for feeding gn Horſe-Fleſh, contrary to the Statute, when they had nothing 
elſe to belp.themſelves with. *Tis the ſame'in all Caſes where there's' no choice 


but dowuright neceſey. _ | thn "hv 
y would have you ena&t, 'fince they fin> Wine is ſo pc a Rrval, that 
none but married Men ſhall have the Priviledge of entring "into 's Tavern, that is 
modelily ſpeaking, of being drunk. With all our hearts, Gentlemen, pronided 
If be licenſed to appearat the Theatre, 


ways that none but married Womey ſhalf be lt | 
de uſe, Whicehal or the Park ; or if they do, that any vigorous Cx 
aUeT Ml, tull Liberty to carry them off, without incurring the Fate of poor 
Sir Fobn Fo nſon. _ \ - | 


1 mar - 
on their 


Co ay $ Sas SS bY and that this old Toſts- 
wry wry Font bad 40s 110 14 te ner Ine 


And your Petitioners as in Duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


"8. ” Aa. 


Printed for; andifold' bythe Book-ſelling Bachelors in. StaParPs 
Church-Yard, 1693. 


THE. 


Chaplains Petition 


TO THE 
HONOURABLE HOUSE 
For Redreſs of Grievances. 


By one of the (4 amp C —_—_— ' = 


Glue the Ladies -ezinſt Mea” 
Have. to Paper put Pen 
By way of Moſt humble Ne ry 
In. hope your good  Priiige 
Will once be art lei 
To mend their now vourvy Condition. E 


And fince yon Milo 

That impertinent Crew, 
Your Pazience to weary and vex,-- 

With a thing of no moment, 

That has-ſmall weighr, or none in't,”- 
Burt's as Idle and Light - their Sex. © 


We, bumble Famzlicks; - 
Divinity's Rehiques, 
In _ iſh,' Chaplains Domeſtick; 


: Lncod our grievance 
Bo ou A relieve once 


On your Door do our earneſt Requeſt Rick, ! 
a 


(2) 


4- 
Vit, Be it Enatted, ' 
That as we ve wag pn 


The Shen 6 we're Ee t dt 


* We may not go whiſfle, | 
As an ord'nary TO_ or Maid do's. 


For as to the Land —"H 
'Te will be a Seanda)} 
ſee Sons of Levi go Thread-bare z 
Even (o to be ſure, 
-- Tf the Paſtor is poor 


- His Block'wilt gere reeviin with-Head hare... 


" Next, when we' jp aid Grace, 


Ler's at Table have place, 

: And not ſeolk among the Waiters : 
Or come in with the Fruic 
To give thanks, .and ſneak out, 


To Dine gpon half cg 


by ut belds ſtore of Dilbes 
t.of our Wiſhes ) 


To fer aw, Yaoerdotal : 


And leave to Drank, 
We humbly deſire you by Vote all, 


Item, -Pxay Nu 14 
To Steed in Stable, 
When dv pr 2 meg d ad ridendum - 
we wan : 


l s, 
wel Spurs, k.- >» HEIRS 


Oblige ſurly Groom ſtraight to- lend them. 


: te Ls our wr $reat Parrons, 
Matrons, 
* Read eo x Bucler a Juniper Lecure, 


they pals 
Ty our ny ww a "FM 


Or ſome little Orts of Confecture. 


3 


IO. 
When loog we have ferv'd, 
And Preferment' deſerv'd, 
Let's not mifs of our _- Expectations ; 
By every Fopp's Lerrer | 
For his Friend, thar's no better, 
Or our Patron's more Black-head Relations. 
II 


For 'tis caſe of rieviag 


To (ee 2 good Livin y'* 7 
Which our Thoughts had long bees ext 99, 
Be givin to Yon 
With no more Religi 1 
Aad Learning nach els than his $extog. 
21 02 


12. 
Nor yet let Matrimony; - 
The worſt fort of Simzony, 
Be the Price of onr Prefeneations : 
Nor to wed « caſt 'Miftreds 
When ſhe's m/ diſtreſs, 
Our requiſite 


113, 
And i hen 
0 ſerve 4108, 
Ag Sea, on the Rhine, or in Flauderrg 
We earneſtly fue & ye, 
That exempt from all du 
We may-Dine with our Pious 


I 

Then Brandy good 
With ſeveral things more, 

Which we Sons 0'th* Church have a right in: 
Bur chiefly w' intreat, 
You'll never 


To excuſe us from Preaching and Fighting. 


I5. 
Let not a Commiſſion 
So change the condition 
Of him that juſt carried a Halbert ; 
Thar a Dunce of no Letters 
For truly we cannot at all bear t. 


16. 
Nor when the War's done, * 
Let's be broke ev and bee 
To languiſh in Ra an lye idle 3 
Nor be ſo ill ſerv'd, 


/N To be left to be ſarv'd, 


| 


And kept by a Bear, and a Fiddle. 


17. 
May it therefore. you Pleaſe 
For your own and our Eaſe 
To relieve us without heſitation : 
For the Grievances told, 
as frequent and old 
As any befides in he anon. | 


Then on us take Py, 
And chuſe a Committee, 
Let no other Buſineſs prevent ye ; 
Our requeſt do not ſpurs, 
Nor Vote it to Burn 
With a Nemine ww 


To this if you viel, 

Our Mouths ſhall be filFd 
With Encomiums of your Piety ; 

Whole excellent Fame 

We will loudly Proclaim 
And worſhip next that ook the Deity. 


When thus you — 
VW hat we diſapprove, 
Weall, down to Z from the Letter A; 
By Night and by Day, : 
Will fervently Pray, 
As in Duty bound, &c 4. 


LONDO N, 
Printed for the uſe of the Petitioners 3 and fold by Tho. 
Ranew in Fleet-Street near Temple Barr. 1693. 


(3) 
A PROPOSAL. 


OF THE 


POE T; S 


To raiſe Their 


MAJESTIES 
A Sum of Money. 


Humbly recommended to the Confi- 
deration of the Honourable Houle. 


T this critical conjunRure, when every: good tubjeat ought to 
A re Aeriient co the Plow, and uſe his urmoſt endeavours to 
lapport che Þþ reſent Eſtabliſhment, we have,not been want- 
ing in our re bedive Stations to ſhew the ſincerity of eur Ab 
fection .to it. , As Fighting was, neyer.the Talent 'of our:Tribe,! we 
don't provengl to have obliged the Nation that way ; nordareiweown 
our ſelves guilcy of much-praying, for that too.is out af our 3 
but with what alacricy and chearfulneſs we have drawn our Pensip 
their Majeſties quarrel, let Paw/s Church Yard and Weſtminſter: Hal 
ſpeak- No. ſooner is any Victory gained by our Forees in Flanders, 
| bat we take che Hine immediately, and-Record i in Metye, Nay 
we_ may without vanity affirm, that cou'd Ryming,” have done the 
buſinefs, .the Engliſh had long 'ago beat their Drums through Peris, 
ſent the "mighty Monarch to Grafs,and reduced the Louvre and er ſailles 
to Aſhes. What is a farther indication of our good will tothe Go- 
vernment, we. have not only rymed- but prophelhel of. CINE iF-in 
the heat of inſpiration; we have laid the Scene of; Coaq 
roo early, 2nd, foretold Triumphs , that did not kf hs 
APainteh "tis anerrour 0n rhe right lide, and we hopy Kingdom 


1 i 


(2) 
will as readily excuſe it- ig us, 25 they Iavetone ſome modern In- 
terpreters of the-Revelations,” who but of theft great zeal to the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe Prophelted the utter downfal of Antichrift wou'd cer- 
tainly come to paſs laſt year; tho! ro 6utrpreat ſorrow we all ſee that 
the Man of Sin js (till alive andlyſty, and in all prgbabilicy will not 
be induced th break up Houſe-keeping under two or three year more. 
Gentlemen, 

6 You have made us happy under a viRorious Prince, whoſe immor- 
t-cquilitions employ our Muſes” daily. Yolr Have preſerved our 
Religion, and *tis certain we. .Poets have-4. regard to that above all 
things 3 you have likewild:fecured'us in our properties, and how 
deep:y that point concerns the YOns of Ryme and Haxmony we need 
not mention. 'F&r this therefore, apd (e eral Gerſn ortant COn- 
ſiderations,-our- Fraternity- at the laſtfgerferal-meetiny, 'after having 
con{idered of ſeveral ways toexprels their graticude, dig-unanimaeully 
relole..to do..what noue of. their\Pregeceſlpurs eyer-dreamt of, and 
in g yu Ulaſtrious aſſerpbly fall think. fit ro approve of che pro- 
polal, Offer" to; ra e © his' Majeſty fix hundred thouland pound, and 
thartoo out of che Territories of Poetry. And tho' 2s all our an- 
cient Papers inform us, Parnaſns is Apollo's peculiar, and never paid 
a c—_ ay —_— _ yet P _ our Toy _ 
Acknowiedg ; mighty things that bavebeen done for the 
Natioh bf TE ee Thatl then key conetibitre all c>at'in us1yes, to 
the eaſe, benefit and advantage, of the publick. , . . ._ .. 
"* We reed/ifior reniind you that Poets in all Apes and Countries of 
the Wotld have been the (ole difpefiſers of Fame and Glory. Now 
this beitg'3n Heroick Age, wherein every perſon is ambitions of Glo- 
fy: more or- lels; | and yet wou'd- rather - purchaſe it withHhis Money 
at home, notwitliftanding ed a enptrenicn theſeoh than acquire 
it by hisMerits abroad, wethumbly crave Kaverhat under your au- 
thority and protection'we may be inipowr'd to ExeRt a Glory Office in 
all-che principal Corporations and Towns in the Kingdom. 
.\We have fo contrived matters that this Office ſhall hook in all 
forts" of "Cuſtomers, Lords and Peaſants, Court-Ladies and Milk- 
mids, Clergy and Laity, in ſhort, the whole populace, by what 
'Names or Titles ſoever dignified 2nd diſtinguiſhed. | 
:  As' there are Maſons in the City (6 fdexterous at their Trade, that 
they (can build 'a Houle to laſt preciſely the time you covenant for, 
nay can ſo contrive matters, that the Roof ſhall cumble the very mi- 
inure-afcer the Leaſe is Go : foin our myſtery we have Brethren 
that can write'for a Day, for a Week, for a Month, fora Year, and 
66 tit-DoomWday- if the Chapinan will go up to the price of it. 

Ja Giwb free they (eldom write for above a Week. Some ol the 

| tter 
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better ſoft in Pauls Chu ch yard and about the Femple, with go0d look- 
ing after may laſt half a dozen years and upwards. The Wirs of C:- 
vent-garden old 2 (hotter or longer ſpace, according 25'rhey mix their 
colours, and ſome fely 'among chem pretend to confer immortalicy» 
and to endure for ever. | ow | 
Now in proportion to theſe different Talents of Writing the Teve- 
ral prices are to be regulzted. Inferiour perſons may have their 
Twelve pennyworth of Glory, (and under char rate we are agreed to 
Fel] none), and becauſe Glory of that cheap compoſition cannor'be 
ſuppoſed co keep long, we advife them ro” renew, it, ewice 7 year. 
This branch .of che Revenue is 'to. be managed by the good people'of 
Grub/treet, and the Commodity thos retailed is chiefiy calculated for 
the Meridian of Dutch Troopers, Prentices, Milk-maids, Porters, 
Foormen, Farmers Eldeſt Sons, and Semſtreſles. 
| The middle fort of Glory from half a Crown up to'twenty Shillings 
15 to be diſtributed by the Ciry Poet 'for the rime being, and his #(ſi- 
| ſtants. And this tay indifferently ferve "Vintners that can palm a 
| neiv Wine upon the World, 'Phyſitizns that have broached a new Re- 
| ligion, poor Townſmens Daughters that have ſnapt an Univerfiry 
Fortune, © Country Attorneys that can ſet a whole Corporation toge- 
ther by che Eirs, proliftick Divines that, to their great renown have 
puiſſantly begotten twenty Children, projeQors of Pacing Saddles,and 
all ſuch uſeful inventions to the publick;Schoolmatters that have floged 
rheir thouſand younger Brothers that have ſtole grear forruges, ' puny 
Tradeſmen that from Pins and Pack-rhread have ſcuffled their way 
into a Common Council-ſhip. And not to'mention any more” parti- 
culars,all people of middle condition who bave done any thing famous 
and remarkable in their generation, DE 
» Thehighelt pitch of Glory, -goitg under the name of Elixir Immor- 
ealitatis will be onely fold at ils Coffee-houſe in Covent-garaes; 
and will make the purchaſers free of EpiſtlesDedicatory, Panetytitks, 
with the great priviledge and emoſuments thereunto belonging, 
| The price of it is juſt ewenty Guineas, ( wonderful cheap all things 
conſidered ) and we doubt not will draw in infinite numbers'co bid 
| for it, ſuch as Favourites and Courtiers, who wou'd rather buy glory 
| 2t any rate, than put themſelves ,to the expence of obtaining it-by 
their own deſerts. Pentrious Aldermen who having no inclination 
to purchaſe reputation by building of Alms-houſes, may here get it - 
at a cheaper rate. Lords Pages that have advanced themſelves co a 
Sea Commiſſion, but have a mortal averſion to Wooden Legs: 
The fine dreſſing talkative Sparks of the Town ttiat take Garriſons, 
and model Kingdoms over their Claret. In fine all choſe perſotis who 
have a paſſion for Fame and was? bur cannot be perſuaded to os 
2 ' fice- 


: 
fice their eaſe, and pleaſures, or venture a broken Shin. for its ſake; 
The only fear is, that to ſave charges ſome thrifty people will torn 
Poets, in their.own defence ; but this inconvenience may ealily be ob- 
viated by conſtituting a SupreamOthce here in Town, which (hall have 
full Authority to place and diſplace as they ſhall ſee fir, and likewiſe 
r0).regulate the numbers of the City and Country Poets, as they have 
prudently done the numbers of Chairmen at #hi'e.hall, 

V/e humbly conceive that the revenue belonging to this Office 
will ina years time with prudent management raiſe if not the whole 
yet at leaſt four ' parts of the ſum propoſed. However if it ould 
happen,,,to fall ſhore of what we expect (for fince the Gentry 
in two Welch Counties have lately renounced their Gentility to fave 
rvwenty ſhillings a quarter, we may probably imagine that ſome per- 
fons for all their pretended Courtſhip of G/ory will rather let it alone 
than turn purchaſers ) it cannot fail of being made up by the follow- 
ing expedients. We therefore deſire that an Epithalamium Office may 
be erected ſomewhere near the Commons, were all people that pay 
Scot and. Lot to the Pariſh may be obliged to come for their Wed- 
ding Ballad, ( without which no Parſon ſhall offer to Marry them 
under penalty of incuring a Poetical Cenſure ) and that they ſhall pay 
either according to their quality, or the goodneſs of the verſe. In 
the ſecond place we propoſe an Elegy-Office, where not only Epicaphs 
,of all forts may be had: (without which it ſhall not be lawful co bury 
.t3e. party deceaſed ) but alſo Funeral ditties upon Ladies Lap-dogs, 
Parrots, Monkeys, Lord Mayor's and Alderman's Horles defunct : 
adjoining to which may be a Nativity-Office, where the Children of 
all fuch Parents that are qualified as above mentioned, may have their 
Nativities Regiſtred in Ryme, and their Fortunes told into the 
bargain, which laſt favour will ſave their Friends the expence of go- 

ing into Merefield, or to Dr. Saffold's worthy Succeſſour. - For be it 
known toall the World, the Aftrologers interlope upon the Poets, 
"when they pretend to Prrophecy. 
' *'Fhele Offices you ray order to continue {o long as the War laſts, 
whereby their Majeſties (hall receive fix hundred thouſand pound 
yeafly, We need not fay any thing of the Circulation of Wir, the em- 
ploying-of many indigent perſons, and laſtly the great encouragement 
ot ' the Paper Manufacture, all which will by this means be promoted 
and advanced. V Ve only 'preſume to lay our propoſal ar your Feer, 
and {ubſcribe our felves Your moſt @bedient Servanrs the Poers. 

We have ordered the Ciiy Poer, who drewwup this Propclal, to 
communicate this deſign to our dear Brerhren the Poets of Holand, 
'and to the reſt of the Confederates whom ic may concern, 


London, Printed for the Aſſigns of Mr. Jordan and Tubman deceaſed, 


"The Petition .of the WILD OW S, iin'and 
about London and WI, eſtminſter for a Redreſs 


of their Grievances, 


By the ſame Sollicitor that drew up the Petition for the 
Ladies. 


a - 


receptior.it found your felves know beſt. Tis true we wondeted to tind an Army 

of Maids, from whony the World uſually expects modeſty and 1ilence,ſo emboldened 
on the ſudden as to petition for Husbands,” and that in the face of the World. Widows ih» * 
| deed who lye under no ſuch Reſtrictions, are allowed in all Countries to ſpeak for them- 
ſelves; and 'tis but reaſonable we ſhould, for few befides will ſubmit to the Trouble; *Cis 
our Privilege to be ob{treperous when we are not heard; and there is one of our Predeceſſors 
upon Record in the New Teltament, -who by Virtue of her everlaſting Clack, forced an old 
muſty Gentleman of the long Robe at laſt to grant her Requeſt. 


Aﬀt Week a Petition ſubſcribed by the unmarried Ladies came before you, and what 


Now Heaven be praiſed, we are not unacquainted with Mankind, which the Maids, we fup- 
poſe, won't pretend to ; and therefore may appeal to them without infringing the Rules of 
Decericy : We have ſcen them in their beft and weakeſt Intervals We know what Weapons 
they carry about them, and how often they can diſcharge in an Engagement. We have in 
our times had very ſevere Conflicts with them, and ſometimes they were uppermoſt , and 
then they fell on like Thunder and Lightning ; but for all that your Petitioners obliged them 
ſoon to quit the Field, and leave part of their Ammunition behind them. Give us lave, 
good Gentlemen,' to talk of theſe our Combats ; for we always fonght upon the ſquare, and 
therefore have no reaſon to be aſhamed of a recital. . As we hinted. tv you before, we have 4 
been concerned in ſeveral fierce Engagements, and the Meh play'd. : theirs Sharps "a+ 1 
gainſt us when we cou'd only produce Flats on our fide 3 and, beſides, they drew* their hea 
- Canon upon us, while we were forced to ; by and receive their ſhot. After all, though 

we were ſo diſadvantageoully ſet upon,and the Blood ſhed that happened in theſe Occaſions was 
always on our part ; yet when the Fortune of the Battle began to change, and declare herfelt 
in favour of us, we never treated them otherwiſe than Chrittians ; we never nailed up 'their 

Canon when we had it in our poſletiion,ſo to render it unſerviceable for the future, - but gave 4 

them time to recover breath again, and furniſh themſelves with anew Train of: Artiery< . Is'4 

not this a generous and honourable way of treating _— 2! 1n ſhort (the, Devil wh / 
| (1 
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Word ſhort, for your Petitioners mortally hate it) But in fine, we have b:en intinate with 
the Men, and the Men have been no le's intimate with us; but what is the cizief Errand that 
ſent us here, we have every Wonan of us buried her refpective Man. 


Not that we value our ſelves upon that ſcore, for God forbid we ſhould ; but Widows will 
ſpeak the Truth let the conſequence be what it will , and ſhould you make ten thouſand 
Ads to obtige us to hold our Torigues, it would fignific juſt nothing, we ſhould break them 
all in a moment, and that with as much Alacrity as the Vintners in Town daily break the 
Adultery-A&t. Well then we have all of us buried her reſpeftive Main, which we mention 
pet, Heaven knows our Hearts, out-of Oltentation, but with due Grief and Sorrow. We 
ktow a Man's value too well not toregret the loſs of ſo ſerviceable a Creature. We had all 
of us good able Husbands, at leaſt we'll ſay fo now they are gone ; and though perhaps we 
had forme reaſon to complain of them when they were alive, yet we forgive then all thet: 
Faults and Infirmities, for that ſingle good nttured Act of dying, and leaving us once more 


to our (clves. 


The fooliſh People of Athens aftor had loſt a good King, would have no more of the 

ind, forſooth, leſt a bad one ſhould ſucceed him. But your Petitioners are not ſuch a 
fcrupulous fort of People : We that have had -Hucbands, arc encouraged to fry once 
nzore, aut of hopes of meeting the ſame Sucee(s ; and we that have had bad ones; are not 
for all that deterr'd from Matrimony, but hope to mend our hands in a ſecond Bargain» 
After all, ſhould we be deceived ia our ExpeQations, the firft may afford to undergo a little 
Penance ſince they were ſo happy betore ; and the latter being - accuſtomed of old to bear 
Burdens, arc therefore the better enabled to ſupport themſelves, under them. 


The Body of your Petitioners (for after ſo much Preface it is bigh time to come to buſs 
neſs) conſilftsof four ſeveral Claſſes ;. viz. the old Widows, the: yourg or middle aged Wi- 
_ the rich Widows,. and the poor Widows, and cath of thein preſents you with a ditterent 

ckition. 


Fo begin- then with the old Widows, /and that preheaninence isdue to ther upon the 
ſcore of their Age and Experience) they humbly ſupplicate that you would he pleaſed to 
take their miſerable Condition . into Conſideration. Old People according to the Proverb 
are twice Children ; What wonder is it then if they ſtill have a hankering after Childiſh Play- 
things, and-long to have their Gams vabb'd with Coral > Pray don't miſtake ther, good 
Gentlemen, they mean it in a lawful, Matrimonial Senſe; and hope you will not cenſure or 
think the worſe of them for uſing this Freedom. They appeal to all the World. who: it 18 
that moſt ſtand in want of warm, comfortable things, the young or the o!d : That 'tis the 

eft Charity to relieve the laſt, needsno formal proof, all: the Hoſpitals in the Kingdom 

as much ; but alas in this uncharitable Age they don't expect to meet with many 

—_ Upon Los h a -crxrags. ſubmir — _ the Mercy of the =_—_ 

to carry etitzonio- as to requelt you to-torce people to marry t ; 

knt only that you would recommend their Cafe to he denctatents of thoſe Peclons, who 

having-bved wickedly and-at large all their Life-time, are willing.to compound for their Sins, 

and'do Acts of ſupererrogationn the laſt Scene of it. Nor are they difficult in their choive, 

they will fit down content-with any thin ; and Cripples with Wooders Legs will be cheartul. y 
tertained if they have reccived no damage in the diftinguiching part. 


Ment to theſe come the rich Widows; and they earneſtly beg of your Honourable Houſe 
that you; wow/d make it Felony without Benefit of the Clergy, = aa one to make Court te 
them before the mournful Pwelfth-mentivie expired. They are fo prrpetually peſtered with 
Sitwer of all Completion: that they canineither cat,, norfdecp, nor pray for them. A new 


Fargurite, 
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- their ill Nature that they cannot be pleaſed but at the expence 


3 ) 


Favourite has nab mace Servants in a.moring at is Levee nor the Commidianers of - 
the Fay-Office a greater c of farly, grumbling than they hare. Kay, ſottjie of 
their paſſionate Admirers have had the Impudence to accoſt them upon this as 


have bees following thew Husband's Corps to the Grave, inthe very heighth of Sorrow, 
and ici the mid'it of the Funeral-Pomp, If you think it too ſevere to make it Felony in 
Perſons ſo offending, they defire you to commute the Puniſhment, and oblige every Perſon 
treſpaiſing after that w« nner to marry ſome poor Widow as fancy inclines him; 
Whuch is all the Favour that the poor Widows beg at your hands. 


And now ceaes- up themaitr Body of the young and nneyads. Widows, who as they 
are by fas the molt wanzerous, eſpecially fince the Wars have made ſuch bavock among the 
Husbands, & they crave leave to lay their Petitions at your feet. But before they do that, 
they think it convenient to reir ove all thaſe popular Slanders and Objections, which ill natuwed 
People have been long accuſtomed to level agatalt Widows in general ; and becauſe their Ad- 
verſaries ſhall have n@ reaſon to complain that their Arguments are mangied, they will urge 
them as home as either themſelves or their beft Advocates could do it for them. _ 


'Tisin the firſt place pretended that Widows want ſeveral of thoſe Recommendations that 
ſet off the Sex, and particularly a Maiden head, witheut which no Wife they fay can be ac- 
ceptable ; that they are ſtill trumping up Stories of their former Husbands, purpoſely to con 
front their new ones, and fo excellivay talkative that nothing but Deafneſs is an Antidote 
again(t the Noile ; that marryiag a Widow is like ſplitting upon a Rock where others have 
been ſhip-wracked before. Aﬀter this they run the Metaphor into Long-Lane, Second-hand 
Gloves, Cloths of another's wearing, => the Lord knows what impertinent Stuff : But we 
ſhall anſwer them all in order. 


To begin then with the loſs of a Maidenhead, about which they make ſo horrid a Cla- 
mour, we could tell them fad Stories of ſeveral of their Betters-that on the Wedding-night 
have fanſied they have dug up this fame Chimerical Treaſure, though it was ſtolen many 


1 "= Months betore 3 nay, we have a hundred and more of our Company here, that if occaſion 


were, cou'd atteit this upon their own perſonal knowledge. So certain it is that the niceſt 
Criticks among the Men may be as eafily impoſed upon 1n this Afﬀair , as your pretenders to 
Antiquity in counterfeit Medals. But it no Womancan pleaſe them without this nnaginary 
Wealth (and indeed "tis no morr, for moſt People take it upon Truſt) we ſee no reaſon why - 
a young Widow may not be as capable of obliging them as the beſt Virgina in the Wor 
'Tis but uling a few Altringents before, and, at the critical Minute, crying out, Fie, Sir, 
pray, Sir, will you ſplit me up ? will you murder ms alive? Can you take any pleaſure in 
what 1s ſo painful to another ? And the Sparks are ſatisfied they have made a real Sacrifice, 
though in Truth no more Blood was ſhed in the Encounter, than we ſee upon the Stage when 
one Actor kills another, If this is their dear Diverſion (and by the bye *'tis a ſure fign of 
of the Party, who» they -pre- 
tend to love ſodearly) rather than loſe them, we promuſe them to howl, and figb, and roar 
every Night inthe Year, as heartily as an Ox, when he's led to the Slaughter-houſe, and fo 
entertain them till- with the Ceremony, at leaſt, of their dcarly beloved Maiden- 


Head. 


In the next place why ſhould we not be permitted to refreſh the Memory of a dull lazy - 
husband with the noble per of his Predeceſſors. The mertin K, Charles the Second's © 
Raign took the li totalk Glorious Conqueſts of our emer Fakting | Manarchs, and 
yet for all that themſelves as good Subj way in the kingdom. —_— : 
jult where a God's name lies the harm,and ſarely the Wife mult be allowed to be the beſt judge 
of that affair. Ob no, ay they, "tis not che Horſe but the Man that beſt knows whet 
rides eaſie. Content : But does not the Horſe likewiſe know wherber bis Rider — 
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Horſeman's og. and whether he ſits even in the Saddle. If not, why wou'd Bucepha- 
f 


lus (uffer himſelt to be backed by none but Alexander the Great ? 
- But then we are exceſſive ta/kative. Soare they, and ſo are molt of our Sex, but eſpeci- 
ally the longing Maids, and under correction, if it is a Sin we are of © " it fits better 


upon us than upon them. This is not all, Marrying a Widow 1s like ſpliting upon a Rock 
—_ others a been Shipwrack'd. Well, we are glad however 'tis like onething u 
lince one fimily is boſt drove out by another. Why not, {ke drinking in 4 room where ſome 
honeſt Gentleman has made merry before. Since nothing will go down with theſe Squamiſh 
Creatures in the Matrimonial way but a fpick and ſpan new Virgin, we wonder why they 
don't keep up the frolick in every thing elſe ; why as often as they drink they don't call ſtill 
for a Virgin Glaſs ; why they don't every Meal call for a Virgin Plate ; why they don't ſtill 
pull out a Virgin Snuft-box, lye in'Virgin Sheets, talk Politicks in a Virgin Coftee- Houſe, and 
purſue their dearly beloved variety to the end of the Chapter Laſtly, their indignation riſes 
atthe thoughts of Long-lane, and all Second-hand _ whatever. It the Sparks are re- 
ſolved to be true to their Argument, we are well ſatished they mult e'en ſay good night to all 
- thinking and writing and talking : For at preſent they Think at Second 111d, and Write and 
Talk at Second hand, and this objeCtion,as terrible asit looks,is a thred bare weather- beaten 


Second-hand Objection with a witneſs. 


" A late Monarch of happy Memory, who was inferior to none but So/omer in Natural Phi- 
loſophy, and chiefly in what relates to our Sex, was often heard to ſay, that getting of a 
Maiden Head was a drulgery fit for none but Porters, We ſave all that 1.boar and pains, for 
there needs no great trouble to enter a City when a Breach 1s once made in the Walls, and our 
Husbards have that ſatisfaCtion as to fee their ground ploughed up reaCy to their hands. To 
conclude all, .a Widow isa tryed Gun, and carries the Tower Mark upon her; now who 


knows but a Maid may fplit in the proving. 


Having thus juſtified the State of Widowhood againſt all the objections that are uſed to 
be made againlt it,we have nothing more to add but that you d be pleaſed to give your conſent 


to the three following Articles. 


Firſt, That all Perſons who are not of known parts and abilities, may not only be rendred 
uncapable of marrying Matds or ſuch as are reputed Maids, but confined to the choice of Wi- 
dows only. This we requelt not ſo much for our own advantage, as for the eaſe of the Men ;; 
for you know ſeveral people can make a ſhift to keep the King's high way, that are not able 
to leap a Ditch or break open a Quickſet. 


Second'y, That all Per ſons reſolving to marry before the age of twenty one, if they have 
made no Natural Experiments before that time, ſhall be likewiſe obliged to take a Widow 
as they do Pilots in d1Fcult or unknown places. *Tis an ancient but well groundedcomplaint 
that where two Maiden Heads meet they produce nothing but'meer Butter Prints, addle- pate 


Fops, and dull ſenſeleſs fleepy Boobies. - Now it you pals this into an Act, in all probabilit,, | 


it will contribute mich to the improving of our preſent degenerate Race, and certainly if eve 
we wanted ſolid heads, 't.s at this conjunCture. 


Tiirdly, and Laſ!'y, That all Widows during their Widow-hood may be excuſed from 
the Taxes, for is it :6t hard, good Gentlemen,to pay tour pings in the Pound for empty 
Fouſes. We hope you will conlider farther of thele our able Supplications. 

F | And your Petitioners as in Duty, &c 
FINTIS. 


— 
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C93 
A New Bill drawn up by a Committee of 
Grievances, in Reply to the Ladies 


and Batchelors Petition and Remon: 
{trance, &c. 


Irgins and Batchelors, or rather Ladies and Gentlemen (for that 
is your ſafer name, and ſo we would adviſe you to title yout 
ſelyes) we have received both your Addreſſes, and both - your 
Suirs lye before us. We confeſs that, to do you equal right, you 
both plead ſtrongly, and pray heartily : However, the fervour 
of the Supplianc does not always argue the honeſty of the Petiti- 
on. The moſt unreaſonable moſt unjuſt things in the World 
may be as vigorouſly pray'd for as the beſt. A man in his angry moments may as 
zealouſly wiſh to ſee bis honeſt Neighbour hang'd, as ke ever wiſh'd in a fit of 
Sickneſs ro be ſav'd. The ſame Tradeſmans Wile that at Morning Service cou'd 
think of nothing but Abrebams boſom, before night perhaps has aker'd her note, 
and pray'd with greater vehemence to meet her Gallane. 

The Merit therefore, and not the Qratory of the Plea is the buſineſs of out 
Examination, Bur before we deſcend to particulars, we wuſt ſo far joyn with 
you, to own your Cauſe (that we may uſe your own phraſe) a matter-of the' greats 
eſt conſequence that ever came within our Walls. For Hymen and Love, Generation 
and Progeny, the fulfilling of the great firſt Commandment, Increaſe and Multiply, 
is indeed an Importance fo high, that not only the preſent Race of Mankind, the 
now occupants of the World, but even the yet unborn are concerned in ir. 

Having therefore duly weigh'd the whole Conrroverfie between the Petitioners 
and Remonſtrancers, we muſt declare our ready tenderneſs, and without partiality, 
favourable Inclinations both ro the Complaint, and Complainants, the aggrieved 
Petitioners. For having confider'd, that long Cuſtoms out of the memory of 
man, are by the Britiſh. Conſtitution equivalent to the moſt binding Laws; ve 
And-upon ſearch that England has been always the Heaven of Women, and allo by 
another cuſtomary-female Claim,that a Woman rever loſes ber Honor 3 and conſequent» 
ly that the praftiſed Deference and Complaiſance to the Sex is an unalierable 
Right: Upon the ſaid premiſes duly conſider'd, as we fit here not to deſtroy Fua- 
damentals, bur to ſupport '*em, we mult allow a great many unqueſtion'd Preroga- 
tives as cheir juſt and natural Right ; a fair Magna Charia onthe ſoft Sexes fide. | 

Neverthelef, not to come ro any Concluſfive Determinations Caulainazdite, we 
thiok-it highly conſiſtent with our own Honour and Juſtice ro. diſcuſs the maia 
points in diſpute berween the Ladies and Batcbelors, before we 'come to any final 
deciſion on either fide. | 

Firſt, then we cannot but twke notice that che Batchelors very unjuſtly _ 
the Peticioners with Difficult Courthhi» 3 the pretended Servirude of tedious Fac 
Premiceſbips, &c. being in the whole a moſt notoriouſly falſe and -malicious ſug» 
geflion. For how ean any man in his-righe wits believe thar ren thouſand Green: 
fickneſe Maidens, ſubſcribers to the Peticion, can be thoſe: hard-hearred 

Miſirgg*s 
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Aiftreſſes (as if Life, Health and Love were ſo little dear to them) that they would 
rather dye Martyrs toQatmeal, Loam and Chalk, 2han accept ſuch able rs 
and ſu pleaſant Phyfick for their Recoveries, ia thar only Etfxir Vize, Man and 
Matrimony. 

Nay, do nor the whole Body of Petitioners moſt frankly-and generonfly avow 
re for their Majeſties and rhe Nations Service) their ready Inclinations and De- 

ves of-recruitirg the yearly Flandrian Mortality, by an immediate Conſummarion 
and Propagation. Is not the fair Feſtival-ſheer hung out, with all the heartieſt 
Brida! Compliment, of Wake Sleepers, riſe and ear ? And cay the ungrateſul Ba:che- 
Jors talk of Seven years Courtſhip atter ſuch indearing Invirations! But however, 
ifby chance, once in an Age, they meet with a thick-ſhell'd bitter Almond, muſt the 

nerality bf rhe Sex, the tenderer Piftacheres, requiring hor ha}f the cracking la- 
Cour, and with ten times the ſweerer Kernel, be falſely reproachr and reviled > 

And whereas the Batchelors ridiculouſly object 'their fear'and dread of entring 
into the Matrimonial ftate, from the ſuggeſted Frailry and Briztleneſs of the weaker 
Veftels : to obviate the folly of that Fear, and rhe ſhallownefs of that argument , 
we declare, Nemine cantredicente, the fair Sex, (nor to diminiſh their value ) to be 
true precious Porcelane, and it lies only in the! gentle uſage andrenderneſs of the 
hand!ing, to preſerve 'em. 

And we farther declare this Petition of the" longing Ladies, notwithſtanding the 
ſcurrilous Batchelors ridiculing -and cenſorieus Reflections, to be as honeſt a Sup- 
plication, as a Prayer for daily Bread : for every Thing would live, My 

And whereas one great Bar to Marrimony, are the comman pretenfions of Good 
Husbandry, in choofing rather to buy at Hackney, than keep a Milcher of their own ; 
as.thereby endeayouting to avoid the Expenſive Concomitancs of Wedlock. New 
as theſe unthinking Remonſtrancersinever canſider -the dangerous Riſques of their 
own Latitudinarian principles and-pradtices, in incurring the hazard of coming to 
Saſſeparilia and Guiacum, and the reſt of the dry. Drugs, infinitely more expenſive 
tha! che objefted Matrimonial Sweet-meats and Caudles, Goflipings and Chriſt. 
ning, &c. the Confetioners a much eafier than the Apothecaries Bill, and one 
Dr. Wl! a heavier incident charge than two Chamberlains. 

We therefore think fir to lay before their Eyes the roo common and roo threat. 
ning malevolence of thoſe malignant Aſcendants, viz. Yenws in the lower Hon 


ſe 
and Merewyy in the upper onez and withal adviſe 'em to refle& that the Nurſery of 


a whole Fire-fide is not half che expence of rearing of galliping Runners into flandin 
Gouts, We could likewiſe further convince *em, that the utiverſal havock of a 
the Mayms and Cripples, from French Chain-ſhot and Splinrers got berwixt Wind 
__ Water, is much the vaſter Hoſpital Rear-charge, than the Penſions of Chelſey 
and Chattham. 


However, if no Counſel nor Precept can reduce 'em from their infamous Reprs- -.. 
bation to the honourable ſtate, we hereby ena@t this puniſhmene of their Apoſtacy, 
Thar they live io their fins, and dye in their ſhame 3 and asthe laſt publick brand, -_ 


be utterly debarr'd even that common Civility of bribing the Searchers, and ſofren- 
jog the Bill of Mortality, by flurring a  fſhame-fac d Conſumprion upon a+ 1cands- 
aus Rot. . 


Bur co begin our Examination into the Petitioners greateſt and lovdeft-congu'q - 


Grievance, the Multitude of Miſſes 3 and all the fatal I rifluences from thoſe reignin 
Aſcendamts z that not only (es the Petitioners modeſtly: complain) divers, bur (ag 
we may ſufcly add) : pay ſon theſe wholeſome ſtreams which 'would otherwiſe run 
in. the'regular Qhanne]- of Matrimony ; we ſhall here fabjoyo our Foun 2nd. 
: x lOricy 
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hority for accompliſhing « thorough Reformation in this particular ; with the 
ing Inflitiens and Puniſhmenes for the diſcouragement and ſuppreflion of the 
notorfous Vice and Enormity. | 
Whereas therefore, to the ſcandal of the Age,” it has been too often a> 
enced, that witry and beautiful Spouſe has been abandon'd for hard-fayorir'd dowdy 
Niſs ; under nc other ſhadow of excuſe; than the pretended diſcovery of having 
found a Fiddle abroad, and therefore lighting the unmuſics] Inſtrument ar Home 3 
Now in utter deteſtation of ſuch abominable prerences, and ſuca unnatural Con- 
jugal- Abdication, together with the manifeſt Juſtice of Lex Tationts, we do here» 
Licenſe and Authorize the aforeſaid fair Abangdon'd (as well for the Alleviation 
of doleful Widow'd nights; and Virgin ſheets ; as for the ſuppbrt vi the Family, 
poſihbly in no ſmall danger from (ach negle& and Defertion) to borrow the Aſiſt- 
ance of fome dignified Younger Brother, to raiſe Hejr:, &%c. without jncvrring 
the Premunire of Elopement ; or upon Non-Readineſs and Failvre of ſuch honou- 
rable ſupply, ro have free leave ro take up with fome courfer Domeſtick Mental, 
though a. to the homely Tupe of Drive cn Coachmen. 
And in like manner tis Refolved and Order'd, Thar: all thoſe Ramblers and 
_ under that — en Fatum, the ſweet ſin of Varzety, that ſhall therefore 
p at qurlying Plyralitjer, though poſſibly, nathtally fo weak-gifred, | as to- be 
Fare ficieny alified for due Incumbence at home, ſhall for the faid wiltul 
offence of Non-Reſidence, ineur the Penalty of Sequeſtration, to be ſupply'd by a 
Curate, from the chojce ot the Pariſh. J 
And whereas the fair Complainaprs roo loudly inveigh againſt their powerful 
Rival Fine, and rhe preſent too ſpreading Idoletry of the Bottle, and' the dange- 
rous CONcom thereof ; which the Batchelqrs endeavour rofoften and ſweeren, 
by infinuacin e-Juice of che Hope no il meaning Enerhy ts the God of Love's 
Subjefts. For adjuſtment of the Diſpure, be it"teſolved, That Wine-be no fars 
ther encouraged than as Amorum ſamidlus, agood Seryanre but a' bad Mafter ; co be 
indulg'd and cheriſht 2s a moderate Grace-cup, to make Love chirp, buc.not ſleep; 
and be uſed for Sawce and Reliſh, nor ſor Sowſe and Pickle. Be it therefore enaQt-: 
ed, That for due puniſhment of thoſe violent Clarer hunters, that by abuſe of this 
lawful] ard limited Indulgence, do outrun all bannds, to the making a toy) of x 
plezfure ; and a tedious tireſome Fox-chafe of jr; it may and ſhall beJawful for the 
ſweet neglefted Peyay, like' rhe old modeſt Niane, to puniſh 'alf (ith capiral offen- 
ders with the Front of an Aﬀeon; it being the opinion of this Committee, that 
the wilful negle& of Family Duty, and all falſe meaſures of due Bepevolence fall as 
juſtly nader Parliamentary Cenſure and Laſhi,as the 2 packing of Butter. | 
And whereas the crying ſhame of the daily ſcandalous Rhimes, the licentious 
ſcarrilous Pamphler Doggrel and Playhouſe Farce upon the holy ſtate of Matri- 
mony, isno {mall Grievance of the Petitioners. T his Honourable Commirree , 
as fully empower'd ro ſearch Papers and: Records, have found the faid Libe!s ro 
be wholly matter of Malice and Calumny, the generality, of, the Authors beiag ei- 
ther ſome aplvcs fag lighted prerepder to ſome fair diſdainfit] Celiz; and 
therefore in pure ſpight and revenge, pelted and perſecuted: with Satyr and Lam- 
poon, for no other'fto but her being deaf ard invincible to Nity- and Sopner ; and 
thereupon the whole Honourable ſtate of Wedlock, mahcioufly vilifed, with the 
outcry of dry meat, for no other reaſon but that themſelves are thrown out of the 
Chaſe, and excluded the Game : Or otherwiſe if ſuch Wedlock-railing be the 
Venome and Gall of any marry'd Author, we conclude it the product of ſome 
very hard Bargain, as poflibly ſome. 9id-tepp'd Faky Broach at home, and there- 
upca 
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«upon his Pallat wholly depraved and ſowr'd with this nauſeous Draught of Lee*: 

Nevertheleſs all the ſaid viilanous Ribaldry and Libels,as hatched and contrived fot 
ſowing Sedition and fomenting Schiſm wirhin the peaccable and united Ecclefiaſti» 
cal 2covinces of Hymex andlove,we do hereby adjudzeand (catence to the old dgqom 
of Heretico-Comburendo. | 

And whereas our fair Petitioners enforce their Suir, from our condeicenfion te 
- the humble Debates of cutting the Rivers Lug and #e, &'c. Be ic therefore Re-» 

ſolved and Ordered accordingly, That the preſent Virgin Shallows, hicherto of mo 
farther uſe than rhe driving a poor Watermill, &'c. be dug into Deeps and 
Channels, and made Navigable for Traders and V oyagers, and {0 render'd uſeful 
to the publick for the ſerviceable bearing of Bulk and Burthen, 

Provided (till, that all the fair Brida gyncader ſhall. bring cheir whole Loaf 
to the Spouſal Board, and not have any of the Kiſſing Cruſt pared off by any hun- 

ry Sharper for Breakfaſt, before the good wan in Black has ſaid Grace for the 
Nupeial-night Supper, with the reſt of the uſual Ceremonies of Fall to in Gods 
Name. 

But if by any frail miſchance, an unhappy falling Fol, under pretence of a pure 
untouche DomeRick Utenſil, ſhall bring a ccaz'd . Pipkia into play 3 ſhe ſhall be 
obliged by a true and thorough Reformaciop, and Engagement of her fucure more 
ſtead Uprightneſs, to give good Security that a crackt Maideghead, like ayþro» 
ken Hons, all be ſtrongeſt where 'tis ſer again, or otherwiſe to forfeic all Righc 
and Benefit of our favour and proteCtion. | 

Laſt'y, be it order'd, in favour co the Petitioners propoſed Supply towards re- 
cruiting the humane acarth and ſcarcity made by the buogry[Devourer War, T hat 
a Clauſe be iaſerted. to root out 0: all ch? Female Phyſick-gardens, and indecd 
from out the whole Commqnyealch, thoſe dangerous Plants ;call'd Cover- ſhame, 
alias Savine, and other anti-conceptive Weeds and Poyſons, thoſe notorious, Reſto= 
ratives ot ſlender Shapes, and tender Reputation”, to the loud and crying ſhame 
of Love loſt, and « Good Thing thrown away. 

As for what re!ates to the Chaplains, we are willing 'to allow *em plenty of 
Meat, Drink ard Tobacco, the moſt zealous part of their Supplication ; nay, ta 
fie down at Table with their Patrons, provided they don't take upon. them to cen» 
ſure the management of the Family. But whereas they petition co... be freed from 
any obligation to marry the Chamber-maid; we can byino means aſſent to- it; 
__ Mc by. immemorial cuſtom. being a Deadand, and belonging to. Holy 

uUrcns p 6-0 ; 

Wethank the Poets for their good will to the Government, as appears by their 
Propoſal to raiſe a fund of 660000 1. for the ſupport of ir ; but don't think it con- 
venient to raiſe any Money eicher out of them, or the Ribbon- weavers. The on- 
ly Tax we lay upon them is to Canonize all our {Hzroes that dye in Flanders, and 
to record their Victories in Verſe. And this will be ao bucthenſome employmenc 
for rhem. 

And laſtly, as for the Widdows, provided they'll engage never to talk bawdy, 
and quote the fay ings, or praiſe the valour of their dead Husbands, we will grant 
all azd every Clauſe in their Petition, =, The old Widdows (hall have their 
Gums rubb'd with Coral. The rich ſhall be indulg'd a twelvemonths reſt. The 
poor ſhall have the forfeitures they beg for ; and the young receive full ſatisfattion 
ia their three Articles. : 


FINIS. 
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A Catalogue of PETITIONS, 
ordered to be drawn up and 
Preſented to the Honourable 
Flouſe at their next Seſſion. 


" Petition of the Brewers and Butchers, that the former 
A may be incorporated with che Vintners 3 and the lar- 
ter with the Apothecaries. 

A Petition of the Banbox-men and Trunk-makers, that the 
Athenian. Mercury, and all Weekly Papers of the like nature be 
continued, 

A Petition of 20000 Tradeſmen, that if their Wives offer 
to draw Bills more than once a Night upon them, they may be 
empowered honourably to reje them. 

A Peticion of the Quack-Dodors, that the Conſtables may 
not diſturb the induſtrious Night-walkers in the Strand, Fleet- 
fereet, and Cheapſide. 

A Petition of DoRor S-Im-z, and two more of the Frater- 
nity, that they may have the ſole benefit of a new Religion, by 
them lately Invented, and that no other Perſons preſume to 
interlope upon them. 

A Petition of the Quakers, that their bare word may be 
equivalent to Swearing ; and Nonſence to true Reaſoning ; and 
likewiſe that ic may be lawful for them co Fornicate out of 
their own Tribe. 

A Petition of all the married Women in the Kingdom of 
England, Dominion of Wales, and Town of Berwick upon 
Tweed, that the Dog-days be immediately repealed. 


A 


A Catalogue of Petitions. 


A Petition of the moderate Divines, that the 367h. of Fax. 
and 29th. of day be diſcarded outof the Almanack, as being 
great Eye ſores to the Godly Party. 

A _Peticion of the Maids, that the Moſaical Signs of Virgi- 
'nity,. he Weclared,void and uaneceſſacy,. aud unfie. ro'be fequi- 
red under the-Chriſtian Diſpenſation. | 

A Petitjon ,of the Ribbon-Weavers, that Shoulder Knots 
and PBancaloons of . happy *Memery'be revived. 

A Petition of the. Bookſellers te declare, that Licenſing of 
Books, is Popiſh. and Syuperſticious, and deſtructive of the li- 
berty. of che Subject. | > 

A Pericion of the : Inhabitants of '; White Fryers , that theic 
Bounds be enlarged, that they may have room-enough to re- 
ceive the broken Merchants and Tradeſmen thar daily flock in 
to them. 

A Petition of the Poets for a ſpeedy Refſtauration of Claret, 
and the utter Banifhmeat of little diminutive Pager Botcles. 

A Petition of the Midwives and Highway-men that Savin 
- arid:Hemp be rooted outof the-Commonewealth. 

A Perition of the Glafiers and Tallew-Chandlers,: that: it 
may be lawful to break Windows on Thanksgiving-days, 
where no Lights are ſet our. 

A Petricion of 'Dr. Ores, that every Evidence for the future 
ſhall be obliged co repair to him for a-Licence. 

A Peticion of the Priſoners in Newgate, that their Confefli- 
ons and dying Speeches may not be Printed before they are 
Hanged. 

A Pecicion .of Dr. Partridge that no 'Almanack-maker pre- 
tend ro Propheſie for the :Governmene but himſelf. 

A Petition of the Fidlers, that kicking down Stairs, and 
broken Hzads be reckoned no Scandal. 

A Petirion of the Players, that they) may be allowed plura- 
lity of Wives, in order-to |be fure-of a \Maidenhead onge in 
their Lives. 

A ſecond Petition of the Bookſellers, that. when a dull heayy 
Book les-upon their hands, it may be:publickly burnt to pro- 
mote the Sale of it. 

A Petition of Bully D----fov, and the rreft of his Brethgen, 
that Swearing and Roaring be adjudged as eftecual a ſign of 
Valour, as Fighting. 
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Catalogue h )Peberdns. 
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Jr ie 2wers about hi Temjle and Cree Ger- 
den, that they *may be allowed ro'tie a Beg rill Eleven: | 

A Petition of the 'Royal Soctiety, that che Commbimakers, 
Moute-Trap Men, and Athenians, be ſupprefſed; as Interlopers 


upon them. 


A'Petition of the Chi Sweepers, that th ve the 
ſeowring of all Eceleflaft; fieafOomtoercn ore keg ; why 
A Perition of the City thatnone' be ſaffe?dto-talk*Freaſon, 
but ſuck: as are well-4ffeted ro ths Common'weilth. - 

A Petition of the College of Phyſicians, that the Impertcati- 
on of Dutch DaRors be prohibired, as 'prejudicial to the Manu- 
facure of our own Univerſities. 

A Petition of the Taylors, that leave be given to bring: 4 a 
long Bill t promote new. Fathions.\ 

A Petition of the Seamen, that the Parſons may not meddle 
wich Politicks, but every one keep inihis own Elemene. 

A Petition of the Barbers that the 7 fon may be made Free of the 
Church, fince the Divines have ufurped upon their Trade by 
turning Trimmers. 


A Petition of che Country Innkeepers, that the Soldigrs quar- 
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